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NOTES FROM THE ARRANGER 

Sumer is icumen in is a medieval round from the mid 13th century, and the title 
translates approximately to “Summer Has Arrived” or “Summer Has Come In.”  

Suggestions for performance: 
This round is easily adaptable for more or fewer players.  

- Measures 5 through 28 should be performed in unison with all of the players,
regardless of number, followed by the canonic passages.

- If there are 3 players, harp 4 and 5 should be omitted, and measures 59-62 and
m.96-99 should be skipped.

- If there are 4 players, harp 5 should be omitted, and measures 61-62 and m.96-
99 should be skipped.

- If there are 6 players, harp 1 should be doubled.
- If there are 7 players, another melody voice can be added.  Measures 5-28 would

be played in unison with the other parts, and canon entrances would happen in
measures 41 and 77.

- If there are 8 players, harp 1 should be tripled.

While harp 1 should stay in the bass register, for variety and depth, try having harps 2-5 
play the melody in different registers.  
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