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Foreword 
 
 

Composed in 2019 for harpist Anita Jaynes and the 
Nebraska Brass, Excursion was commissioned through a 
generous grant from the American Harp Association. 
 
Written in a lively, scherzando style, this piece explores 
the interplay of sounds using a combination not often 
encountered: that of brass quintet and concert harp. 
Throughout the process of writing, the composer worked 
extensively with the harpist in order to maximize 
playability of the part, as well as keeping dynamic 
balance with the stronger sonorities of the brass 
instruments. In the process, the composer learned a great 
deal about the harp’s idioms and idiosyncrasies. 
 
In performance, the piece should maintain a brisk, upbeat 
tempo and a generally light and playful tone. The 
melodic material is shared liberally amongst the various 
players and should always be the most prominent line. 
The fugato toward the end of the piece may present some 
technical and balance challenges, but the feeling of the 
music should remain in the same rather jocular and light-
hearted vein. 
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